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WHAT SHOULD THE HISTORY OF THE LAKE ONTARIO SALMON' TEAOH US ABOUT CONSERVATION? 


By J. R. Dymond ' ..■ w - ■ ’’7"' 
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There is no more dramatic story/ in the' history b.f Wildlife irx Ontario than ' 
that of Atlantic Salmon in Lake Ontario .' Here was a fish enofmoUsly : sibundt.nt''when 


white men first settled th.e shores, of Lake Ontario which, was. completely extermin¬ 
ated in a little more thanlone.hundred years.. .. ... " It.-, "hi,; . 7.7.7. ,. j.. 


Something of the prodigious numbers' ip v/hich .these salriion occurred may be .. 
glimpsed from stories such as. the following?.. Roger Qonant, who first set foot ' 
on Canadian soil on October $, 1792 . and wpo settled. on land on which .the City ' , . 
of Oshawa is.now located,/ reported , that when. he tried .to. paddle his.’ canoe across 
the creek at Port Oshawa in ISO5 the salmon partly raised, his/boat,. out of the 
water and were so close together that it was difficult’'for him to get his .paddle 
below the surface. He was one of those who paid for a farm of 150'acres which 
he bought just prior to the xvar of 1812 by sending salmon in barrels to the United 


States.....Mr, Magrath who settled on the Credit..River .in.,1827 , says that he and 
his. brother speared 120 salmon in .one night. .Others,arq reported to have.^ killed 
upwards of 200 ina single night. . A story which helps'us picture trie abundance 
of salmon is about a farmer who, one afternoon when ho was watering his horses, 
saw so many salmon swimming up a little stream that he Was able to capture , 

fifty-six with a pitch fork. "7 , - 2, 


Another picture of salmon, abundance is afforded by the.story of a party that 
came' up the.Humber River in a skiff to 'spear salmon/, "in drawing' their boat ashore 
(intending to spear, the fish, while standing in the water) they inadvertently drew 
it across a, log lying on the beach’.' The salmon were plentiful Arid they succeeded 
in spearing them as fast as they c'buldtake them out of the water, 'As they’'caught 
them they threw them into the skiff, and, excited with the sport, they took rid’' 
heed of the quantity they were accumulating, till a sudden crash attracted their 
attention, when they perceived that the weight of the fish crushing the skiff 
down over the log, had broken it in the middle." 
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There has been too much disposition to blame the disappearance or scarcity 
of wildlife on excessive killing, 'while unnecessary and wasteful killing of 
wildlife is to be deplored, it is my belief that, had not one salmon been caught 
the species would still be extinct to-day. 

The chief cause of the scarcity or disappearance of our wildlife is 
destruction of habitat. No animal can survive if its home is destroyed. On the 
other hand, it is difficult if not impossible to exterminate a species if adequate 
areas of its favourite habitat are preserved.. 

In the case of the Ontario salmon it was the placing of dams across the 
streams in which the fish spawned which did more than anything else to destroy 
them. Salmon bury their eggs in the gravel of streams. Here, if conditions are 
right they hatch into tiny fry which live in the stream until they are two or 
three, years., old when..thay-leave .the-home—stream-and go down to the lake, -or-if-- 
they live near the ocean, down to salt water where they feed and grow until they 



The early settlers on the shores of Lake Ontario built dams behind which to 
store water to run mills to grind wheat into flour and to saw logs to make lumber. 
At that time there were no steam engines•so'they had to use water power to run 
their mills. By keeping the fish from getting upstream to lay their eggs in the 
kind of place needed for them to hatch, no little salmon could be produced. This 
could Only in time lead to the complete disappearance of the salmon. ' .. 

To compensate’ for the loss of natural- spawning-a hatchery was built near" 
Newcastle,—the first fish hatchery •in Canada. Here Samuel Wilmot, father of 
Canadian fish culture, began in 1866 to hatch salmon artificially. How great 
was.confidence in artificial propog'ation is shown by Wilmot r s statement ih ' . 

1870- -.that "a repetition of ■■this- process (planting artificially hatched salmon/' 
in streams flowing.into lake Ontario) for a few years, aided by' judicious' . ,'' j' 
enactments for their preservation and protection would undoubtedly soon 
replenish and restore the waters-of Lake Ontario with salmon". This hope ' 
proved? to be in Vain, Sainort-continued to decline and ultimately to disappear 
altogether from the lake, 

We-now: .know that prevention of spawning was not the only change detrimental 
to salmon which settlement of the country produced. Experience has shown that, 
no matter.'how many-hatchery-raised fish are planted, if conditions, in the., waters 
are. not’-suitable for the kind planted we canno.t have good fishing. On the other 
hand if right conditions are maintained there are usually, even in heavily-fished 
waters, enough adults left to produce all the young needed to use the food and 
living space which a body of water affords. The only way to have good fishing 
is To preserve'conditions necessary for' the' kind of fish we want. In the vast .. 
majority-Of cases the reason fish' become' scarce is because the. conditions they 
need have been destroyed.' Removal of the : forest and cultivation of the land 
led to ’several conditions which made the streams unsuitable as homes for-young 
salmon. • in u--.? ; c v 
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Much more of the water from melting snows of winter and summer 1 rains sank 
into the ground when it was tree-covered and had a carpet of leaves and other 
debris on the forest floor than when there were bare fields. This ground water 
helped to feed streams throughout the summer and to maintain a steadier flow of 
cooler water. From bare fields water runs away quickly, swelling spring floods 
and reducing summer flow to a much smaller volume of warmer via ter. 

Another bad effect of exposing land is erosion,—washing soil into streams 
by water running quickly off bare earth. This is bad in two ways, it takes the 
best part of the soil away from fields where it should support crops and deposits 
it in streams where it fills spaces between stones and makes the bottom of the 
stream like a pavement. This means that little salmon and trout have no place 
to hide from thei’r enemies nor have many of the aquatic insects on which the 
fish feed any place to live. 

Recently when an attempt was made"to reintroduce salmon into Lake Ontario 
by planting the young in one of its tributary streams it was found that many were 
killed by high temperature in summer;, others were eaten by predators because 
there were so few places for them to hide. 

As towns grew and industry expanded wastes from factories of many kinds wore 
poured into streams making them still more unfavourable as homes for fish. This 
is pollution. 

Many of the changes that have been made in the face of the countryside and 
in our waters were inevitable if the forest were to give way to farms and urban 
communities. Few, if any of us, would want to live in the woods. Civilization 
consists in replacing nature by artificial conditions with the consequent 
destruction of the homes of many of the creatures that can live only where nature 
is largely undisturbed. We cannot eat our .cake and have it too. "We must be 
prepared to sacrifice natural conditions for the fruits of civilization. 

However more and.more, people are becoming convinced that a good deal of 
the destruction of natural conditions was unnecessary, that we can have the 
benefits of civilized living without the complete elimination of every trace 
of the natural world. There is a growing conviction that we need opportunities 
for contact with nature if we are to. lead completely healthy lives. These 
people are banding together as organizations of naturalists and like-minded 
people to demand of governments,—municipal, provincial and federal, that 
• adequate natural areas be preserved for the refreshment of the bodies, minds 
and spirits of the increasing proportion of our people compelled to live in ■ 
the artificial environment of towns and cities. 1 

This is. one aspect of the conservation movement. Conservation is properly 
defined as wise use. A recent manifestation of the conservation movement is 
land use planning. One of the aims of land use planning is to see that the 
best of our land is preserved for agricultural production and not allowed to be 
taken for highways, factories and housing. 

Those of us who believe that some of our land should be preserved under 
natural conditions and used for outdoor recreation of many kinds have the 
obligation to promote this point of view in every way we can so that in the 
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years to come when Ontario's population is many times what it is to-day there 
wili bo adequate open space in which people may play. 

That the world has been slow in realzing the danger of allowing all our 
land''to be used for housing and production is suggested'by a passage from the 
prophet Isaiah who said (Chapter V, .verse .8) "woe unto them that join house to 
house, that lay field to field till there be no place that they may be placed 
alone in the midst of the earth." 

•' - ' j . ‘ A# j-j 
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and now you know. 


Ail chickadees are specialists in large, families—as many as 
six or even ten young at a. time, with a likelihood of two broods 
a year. Their nests are almost always hidden in a dead tree stump, 
often in a cavity that has been vacated by a woodpecker. 
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' W A TUHE PR 0..J EC TS ' 

Away back in April, I960, THE WOOD DUCK promised readers a series of articles 
dealing with nature projects. With the little aphorism, "A promise made is a 
debt unpaid" eating away at its editorial mind, our Board began to search for 
suitable material. The article following, "The Keeping of Fish, Amphibians and 
Reptiles in Aquaria and Terraria".by E. B. S. Logier was unearthed and its 
author's permission procured for its publication. Mr.Logier, a top expert in 
his field at the Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology, Toronto reminds us that,— 

"A lot of good little paper-covered books, have also been produced, dealing ino 
more detail with the care of all sorts of pets. Many of these were published by 
All-Pets Books, Iric., and were written by competent people^ and well-illustrated. 
However, the matter in our little pamphlet is good and true in so far as it goes 
and Will b'e helpful to many amateurs—'the people for whom it was intended." 

We feel confident that this material will not be too out-dated or too well- 
known to bear reptition. Most particularly do.we invite your comments. , As the 
"Readers' Digest" puts it,—do not merely "re-act",—act! Can you make a study 
skin, bird or mammal, build bird houses or feeding trays, collect and press 
botanical specimens, reproduce leaf prints, tell us tricks, of field identification 
or point out any short cuts on the path of nature knowledge? Send us your queries, 
comments and your contributions. 

Mr. Logier's treatise on Aquaria and Terraria provides a good element of suspense 
in that it is necessary to publish the manuscript in two Parts. Don't miss the 
October instalment telling what to feed the stray newt you so carelessly installed 
in your new aquarium1i 
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THE KEEPING OF FISH, AMPHIBIANS AND EEPTIIES 
IN AQUARIA AND TERRARIA ' • . ' 


“ -By E. B. S. Logier 

The keeping of living animals in the school or hone, is not only an' -interesting 
hobby but is of considerable educational value.; While many of the fish and other 
animals kept in aquaria are imported from the tropics, there is a considerable 
variety of our native.fish, frogs, snakes, clams, snails, etc. which are suitable 
for this purpose. 

PART I - AQUARIA . . 

The following directions for setting up and operating an aquarium will apply 
either to tropical or native fish, the only important difference being that many 
tropicals require, a uniformly higher temperature, usually between 70 and 78 degrees 
■ F. Our native species will do very well in temperature^ between 60 and 70 degrees 
F.$ a number of them will stand the higher temperatures too' if brought gradually 

to them. ", , 

. . , ‘ ' 

TANK By- far the best kind of' aquarium is thb rectangular tank with panes of 

strong clear glass, cemented into metal comers. Similarly shaped tanks cast of 
one piece of glass without metal supports may also be obtainedj these are moder¬ 
ately satisfactory,, but the cast glass is.not quite So clear and smooth and, of 
course, if such a tank gets cracked it is finished, while, in the former kind, if 
a pane gets broken, it may be replaced. The old-fashioned round fish bowls are 
"not to be recommended because, when filled, the surface area of water exposed to 
the air is much too small in proportion to the volume, the shapes of fish and 
other objects inside-are distorted, and the area.of bottom surface for planting 
. is also too restricted. If such a bowl is used, it should be only half-filled. 

If appearance is not a consideration, almost any kind.of water-tight receptacle 
may be made to serve for the keeping of small fishy provided the water depth is 
not too great in proportion to the surface area. 

. In the long run, it pays to buy the best quality tank that one can 
■afford, and the largest that can be conveniently accommodated. A tank of 12 x 
24 inches and 12 inches high will ho;ld almost fifteen gallons and is a very 
satisfactory, size. : i ' : 

WATER Untreated natural water as from ponds or lakes is best, but city water 

is more convenient for city dwellers and is -mostly used. Many aquarists allow 
such water to stand for a day or two before using in order to get rid of any 
dissolved chlorine'gas and any excess-of dissolved air which forms bubbles. 

SAND Any clean beach sand or the white sand sold by aquarium dealers is good 

for rooting the plants. It should be thoroughly washed and stirred in running 
water or repeated changes of water until all dust is removed. 
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PLANTS A great variety of plants are available for aquarium planting and may be 

obtained from dealers in aquarium supplies, and some of our native aquatics are 
also good. The primary function of plants in the aquarium is to supply oxygen and 
to use up the carbon dioxide given off by the fish, so that the proper proportions 
of fish and plants, the aquarium :should "balance" itself and not require change of 
water. 


Only a few of the more efficient oxygenators will be mentioned here. 

Eel Grass, V allisneria spiralis , a common native aquatic found in quiet streams 
and lagoons and bays of lakes is a first-class oxygenator. The leaves are long, 
slender and grass-like. Saggitaria ’, or Arrow-head is also excellent. The 
linear-leaved Varieties carried by dealers are best for aquarium purposes. 

Water Thyme, Anacharis or Elodea , is a hardy, fast-growing plant, wholly submerged, 
and an excellent oxygenator. Our native species, A. c anadensis , which grows 
commonly in quiet water, is rather moss-like in appearance, with small leaves 
grouped usually in fours at short intervals on a slender stem. A cultivated 
variety with longer leaves may be obtained from dealers.. Bladderwort, Utricul 
aria , of which we have several native species, has submerged leaves finely divided 
and bearing minute bladders. It is an attractive plant, useful in aquaria. The 
species occur in shallow, quiet water. U, min or is much in favour and may be 
obtained from dealers. 

Fanwort, Gabomba , is an imported southern aquatic much used in aquaria. 
Its finely-branching leaves of bright green produce a very pleasing appearance, 
and, given sufficient light, it grows rapidly and is a fair oxygenator. It should'" 
be mentioned that it has a reputation of not lasting well in the aquarium,. although 
that has not always been our experience with it. Stonewort, Nitella , is: really a 
genus of alga. This is another excellent oxygenator, It grows in protected shoals 
of lakes, preferring stony bottom, but does well in the aquarium just rooted in the 
sand. The profusely branching stems are translucent and brilliant green. N,. grac ¬ 
ilis is much in favour. Swamp Loosestrife, Ludwigia , is much used in aquarium 
planting and is very attractive. The cultivated variety is best. It seems to 
require good light and should be used along with some more efficient oxygen- 
producer, as it power in this respect is only moderate. Our common duckweeds, 
Lemna , of which there are several species, are floating aquatics, and do well in 
the aquarium, and seem to have some oxygenating power. Many other plants are 
available and may be seen in any aquqrium shop. 

FISH Most of our small native fish of the minnow family, which includes, the 

various chubs, shiners, dace, etc., and such forms as the mud minnow, kii.lifish, 
young catfish, young suckers and darters, will live peaceably together. The-' 
darters occur naturally in moving and well-aerated water, and, being bottom forms, 
will not do well in a deep still-water tank. Various members of the sunfish group,., 
including the rock bass, pumpkin seed sunfish and others,, when of small, size-, are 
delightful aquarium fish, but are quarrelsome and are best not mixed.with less 
aggressive species; the same is true of sticklebacks and young pike and gar pike. 
These carnivorous a,nd quarrelsome species should be farily well-matched as to 
size when placed together, and as a general rule it is best not to put together 
fish of any kind in which the size difference is so great that the large ones 
could swallow the small ones. Goldfish are not entirely desirable in the planted 
aquarium because they eat the plants and soon leave noting but naked stems, unless 
the plants are of a strong, sturdy type. 




- 7 - 


ACCESSORY AQUARIUM ANIMALS . Tadpoles of frogs may be kept in the aquarium along 
with the less aggressive kinds of fish and arc useful as scavengers, eating food 
refuse, on. the bottom, and' algae:. .The green frog and bullfrog tadpoles are best, 
because they spend at least a year in the tadpole stage and grow to a large size.. 
Snails of various species’are usually kept in’ the aquarium and are valuable as 
scavengers and in the control of algae on the glass. They are attractive and 
interesting, and. multiply.rapidly, and the development of the .embryo may be 
watched in the ‘eggs deposited on the sides of the tank. The most useful and 
active species are our common pond snails of the genus Physa . The various 
P lanorbis or ramshorns are.also good, the popular red ramshom belongs to this 

group, but must be obtained from dealers as it is not native .here.;.There are 

many other imported species,, some of large size, which may be purchased. The. - 
large pond snail, Lymnaea stagnalis , although : very attractive, is best not used, 
as it is a plant eater and may do considerable mischief. A few small-sized clams 
are useful in keeping water clear and in controlling'"green water" which is' caused 
by the growth of algae. Care should be taken’ to inspect the clams'each day to 
make sure they are alive. This may be done’by tapping the shell:With a stick; 
if living, they will close. Dead ''clams and snails should be removed at once, as 
they will quickly foul the water. Snail’s found lying on their Aside on the bottom* 
unattached to, anything,'are probably dead and should be removed-and inspected. 

Dead fish float and so are easily seen and removed. ' c* 

Newts may be kept in the aquarium along with' fish, if desired, provided 
the fish are not too small.. They are very attractive additions to an aquarium. 
Newts so kept should be provided with a float or some means o,f climbing out, ,of 
the water; and the tank should be covered, because when their bodies-are .wet, 
they have little difficulty in climbing the sides. Directions: for feeding.newts, 
will be fbund in PART I I. - TERRARIA (section - FEEDING OF AMPHIBIANS. AND KSPTIIES ) 
A description of the best kind of cage for keeping newts will be found under the 
heading AQUARIA-TERRARIA in this same later Part.- 

Crayfish’ of small size may also be included among accessory aquarium 
animals, and they are very useful as scavengers, but the water must be, fairly 
well-aerated or they will drown. Also, it must be remembered that crayfish are . 
sometimes killers, and if allowed to get too hungry, they will not hesitate to 
seize and devour any small fish that swim slowly within reach of their claws., 

FOOD AND FEEDING The food of fish varies according to species. Sunfish, bass, 
sticklebacks, pike and mud minnows are camiovrOus and should be fed with such 
foods as chopped raw beef or liver, canned shrimp, earthworms (chopped if too 
large to be swallowed), Enchytrae or white worms, aquatic larvae of midges and 
mosquitoes, etc. and small,aquatic crustaceans sudh"as water-fleas'and. fairy, 
shrimps, or the little "freshwater shrimp" Gammarus . All of these foods are ; 
not necessary, but it is advisable to vary the diet from time to time with-the 
use of different foods, and live food Of some sort should occasionally be used. 
Most minnOws are general feeders, eating both animals and vegetable'foods. They- 
will eat any of the above meat foods and also ’ cereals, whole wheat- bread, -puppy 
biscuit, etc. Some of the prepared natural fish foods on 'the market containing - 
both animal and vegetable ingredients are very satisfactory. Do not use "rice 
wafers" so commonly sold for fish food,'as they are practically pure starch and 
fish soon die if kept on such a : diet. By sweeping in a pond or quiet stream with 
a fine mesh net, quantities of live food may be collected in a few minutes. 
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- When feeding with food that is not alive, do not put more in the aquar¬ 
ium at one time than the fish will use in five or tea minutes, and.-unconsumed - 
refuse that the tadpoles and snails have not consumed'within an hour or so should 
be removed with a dip tube or syphon before it has'time to foul the water. Live 
aquatic food’organisms will live in the aquarium until eaten by the fish. Worms 
will live for several days, b.ut when dead, should be removed. Once a day is often 
enough to feed and there is no harm done by occasionally missing a day. There is 
more danger of over-feeding than under-feeding. 

SETTING UP AND CARE OF 'THE AQUARIUM wash the tank thoroughly with warm salt 
water and place it in its permanent position, levelled so that it does nob rock. 

Place the washed sand in the bottom, sloping it from about an- inch deep at the 
front to about two inches deep at the back. (About six quarts of sand are suff¬ 
icient for a fifteen gallon tank). Next fill to about six or eight inches deep 

with water. Now arrange the plants, burying the roots or the bases of the stems 

in the sand and grouping them mostly along the back and sides of the tank, 
leaving the front and centre clearer. Some rock work may be introduced If 
desired, and natural pieces of quartz or felspar or other kinds of stone are 
preferable to the artificial castles sold for this purpose. When planting and 
rock work is completed, the tank may be filled to within an inch or less of the 

top.' To fill without disturbing the sand and plants, place a sheet of paper in 

the tank and pour the water slowly on top of it. It is best to let the aquarium 
stand for a day or two before introducing the fish, although this is not always 
essential. In standing, the water matures and gives up dissolved gases which may 
be 'present in excess, and any suspended silt settles. When stocking the tank, 
do not over-crowd; a safe rule is one inch of fish to each gallon of water; in 
other words, a fourteen gallon tank will safely support fourteen one-inch long 
fish or seven two-inch long fish, and while some latitude is admissible, it is 
Vise-not to-exceed this by- too much. Before the fish are introduced, the 
temperature of the water from which they are being taken should be gradually 
brought to about that of the tank, or the reverse. Avoid any sudden change from 
cold to warm, on warm to cold water. Our native fish are in most cases tolerant 
of a wide range of temperature, provided that the change does, not take place too 
quickly. Snails, tadpoles, or other animals which it is desired to keep with the 
fish, may be introduced at any time., the same rule in respect to temperature 
change being regarded. 

. The aquarium should be placed in a good light if the plants are to 
function and properly aerate the water, because only under such conditions do they 
consume carbon dioxide.and liberate oxygen. In the dark, they are worse than 
useless, because the process is reversed. ■ About two hours or less direct sunlight 
each day is beneficial but not essential. If a position in good daylight is not 
available, an electric light bulb placed above the tank, about a foot above the 
water, will do instead of daylight for most plants. If the fish crowd to the top 
gulping air, it indicates that the dissolved air in the water is nearing exhaustion. 
This may be due to (a) overcrowding, (b) pollution of the water by a dead animal or 

unused food refuse, or (c) insufficient light causing the plants to fail to function 

properly. If the cause is due to pollution, the water will usually be murky, and 
when stirred, give off a faintly fetid smell. To correct this, syphon the rubbish 

from the bottom of the tank and replace about half of the water with fresh water of 

the same or nearly same temperature, and of course remove any dead animals present. 
If the trouble is not due to pollution or lack of light, it is probable that it 
contains too many fish or tc > few plants. Too much light will stimulate the growth 
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of algae and often produce "green water" which* while not detrimental to fish is 
objectionable in that it makes it difficult to see the occupants of the tank. 

A few small clams will clear the water and the, light should be subdued a little. 
It is well to cover the aquarium with a pane of glass; this excludes dust* checks 
evaporation,*., I$eeps the ; temperature more constant* and prevents fish from jumping 
out. If the ta.nk•is,,,filled nearly to the top* as it should be to look its.best, 
it should always, be.covered. 


DISEASE AND. TREATMENT ’ .. Common diseases of fish in aquaria are white fungus* black 

fungus* fin congestion* fin-rot* shimmies and itch. Disease arises from bad re¬ 
living conditions* such as over-crowding, over-feeding* wrong feeding, depleted 
oxygen* chilling*, or the introduction of an infected fish into a tank in which 
the fish are already not in the best of health. .Under food living conditions* fish 
are not readily susceptible .to disease.. By far the best and safest general treat-* 
ment for sick fish is salt water. The best salt to use is sea salt* the next best 
is coarse kitchen salt. Table salt is not recommended unless no other is available. 
Dissolve.a teaspoonful of .salt in a gallon of water of about the same- temperature 
as the tank and-transfer infected fish to it* and after a few fours add another’ ’ 
teaspoonful of salt* and keep the fish in the solution -until the trouble disapp- 
ears.,'If'.necessary* the strength may be gradually increased to four tea spoonsful 
of salt to the gallon. The solution -should be renewed if it; becomes stale and 
murky or if the oxygen becomes depleted. When the treatment is finished* grad- ' 
ually reduce the strength back to one teaspoonful of salt to the gallon* which 
may.be, done through about twenty-four hours* and then after about half-a day 1 ' 
return-,,the fish to the aquarium. .. r, ::or.: v T.L..1 ;:i 


• J- n the- meantime* the offending conditions in the aquarium should be V“ 
remedied. It is often wise in such cases to remove and treat all the fish aricP j - 
disinfect. the tank and contents with permanganate of potash. For each gallon :r ' 
of water in the tank, add about 30 drops of a saturated solution of permanganate 
mix well* and let stand for four or five hours* then syphon out and replace.the * 
water.and allow the tank to stand for about twenty-four.-hours before returning, 
the fish. The treatment of the tank will also control-algae and green, water* but 
in green water it is unlikely that disease will appear, unless there has been 
chilling or bad feeding. Disinfection of the tank should be done while the fish 
are in the salt treatment. Weak permanganate solution .is sometimes used in 
treatment of fish infected with fungus or fin congestion* but its use by the 

enCe " ^ attended with ris ks. Two or three drops of ten percent argyrol 
added to each quart of the salt bath is beneficial in stubborn cases, and in our 
experience has proved to be perfectly safe. ' 


u G °rrosion of the shells of snails and clams is often due to acid water 
and may be corrected by placing one or two nuggets of plaster of paris of about 
hp size of an English-walnut in the tank. These will disappear in the course of 
a lew weeks and should then be replaced. 1 

.to be continued - 

Editor 1 s Note 


. .. PART .II - - TERRAR IA and USEFUL INFORMATION ABOUT 'KEEPING FTSU AMPHTRfrwt: 
a n ^^PTILES- IN A Q UARIA AND TERRA R iT ' by E.B.S. Logier wilJ appear glhdS^ DUCK 
Volume 14* Number 2* October* I960. ;i ■ a * 
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VICTORIA DAY WEEKEND CAMP 


By Marion S. Shivas 

Friday evening, May 20, I960, found members and their friends converging on 
Kenesserie Gamp (near Morpeth on Lake Erie) for the Club's Annual Victoria Day 
Weekend outing. Fifty-two persons registered prior to the Rally on Friday 
evening—each registrant receiving a neat little badge on arrival and being 
assigned to the group of people withwhom he would explore Rondeau Provincial 
Park and its. environs. 

Reverend Martineau of Morpeth welcomed us to this, his United Church Camp 
which he had made available to us. Mr. R. D. Ussher, Park Naturalist, gave an 
interesting illustrated outline of the Park. Mr. R. D. F. Bourne, the Camp 
Director, (a man whose humourous stories and never-failing wit-kept the campers 
in high spirits) proceeded with a game devised to reveal one's most precious 
personal secrets, to which all responded in good fashion. This game really 
should have ended with a chorus of "Getting to Know You" for not even one's age 
could be kept from the swarming mob. A repast of hamburgs and coffee was 
enjoyed and everyone then retired to his "private room" to get a good night's 
sleep in preparation for the rambles through and about Rondeau. 

All day Saturday and Sunday and Monday morning were spent in their entirety 
in full enjoyment of the beautiful park. Congeniality in the groups was outstand 
ing and if anyone failed to acquire more knowledge from our excellent leadership 
and his fellow campers, it was entirely his own fault. Mr. Monty Wood, Course 
Director, and his group of Instructors - Messrs. Bob Bateman, Clarence Hand, , 
Harvey Williams and Mrs. Claire Williams, deserve a big hand for the time and 
effort they expended on the; groups. 

Experimentation was made at this particular camp in that those attending had 
a choice of indulging in,square dancing on Saturday night or an evening walk. 

Both activities receiv ed'their share of devotees. Of course, the usual pre¬ 
bedtime snack ; was available. 

The Sunday evening programme provided a devotional service followed by a 
most interesting talk by Mr. Eli Davis of London, on Mammals. Mr. Davis Is an 
old friend of the Club and his whimsical manner of speaking, never fails to 
interest his hearers. Sandwiches and hot chocolate - then bo bed. : • 

’. i. - v 

On arrival back at Camp on Sunday noon, we were astonished to find a young 
man and his cohort running around madly with a camera..and a battery of lights, 
taking pictures willy-nilly of us in our hiking dishabille, and of us eating in 
our best Emily Post tradition. This publicity with its accompanying rotogravure 
made the pages of the Toronto Star Weekly, edition of July 23, I960, and was very 
nicely done and should be a big booster for our Club. 

You've heard about "Dinner at Antoine's" (the famous restaurant in New 
Orleans) - Well, Sir, Bub, you ain't never et unless you attended the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club's Weekend Camp last May. Mrs^-'Ada Rose Of Wallace burg and 
her staff prepared the most delicious food in g6od quantity—roast beef',‘ roast 
turkey, homemade apple and banana cream pie, homemade cookies and sandwiches 
for our snacks. Wonderful food and did we make it disappear! 
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Monday afternoon and Camp breakup came all too soon - with a little tug at 
the heartstrings for new friendships made and old friendships renewed. 

We know that it is impossible to please everyone but the scale seems to tip 
towards the fact that this was a successful Camp. 

A pat on the back should go also to Miss Ann Green, our Registrar, who did 
a magnificent job.. ' 

May 1 say, at this time, that if there are criticisms about the Camp, you 
Wfuld.be. dping your .Executive a real fayour by letting us know what they are. 

It takep a.^ lot of. pXanning for these outings and .the time arid energy, spent in 
prepara Lion.goes to no avail if we.do not meet with your approval and support. 

■ See. you at our next Camp? ,... : •• k':: 

Editor's Mote ' ", : 

Mrs.: .Marion Sy Shivas was Director of Promotion for the Victoria Day Weekend 
Camp. The Naturalists | appreciation for her noble efforts on our behalf.and the 
Editorial Board's gratitude for an excellent report received in good time are 
expressed at this time. Now,—more from Mrs. Shivas: - 


A N '.0 U T 1 N G- : .I- V -E-R b Y ; -S~W AMP 


By Marion S'. Shivas 


Mrs. Edith Lloyd (more. commonly known as "Miss .Beverly Swamp") will' surely 
have her name on the scroll with such well-known explorers as the intrepid'lewis 
& Clark of western United States fame, Ericson of the Arctic and Byrd of the South 
Pole—so well does she know the .Beverly Swamp region. She it was who. led the 
June 11th trek to that area and we..could .not have had. a. better guide. 

Not for the weakling nor ill-equipped does Nature prepare her display there. 
One felt sorry for those attending who did not attire in full battle-dress for 
the mosquito horde's which were waiting to engage us on our arrival. Those of us 
who were prepared, enjoyed a rare treat. ' • •..* 


,- u W- The .^rns were magnificent—at their.very best at the date of our trip—and 
the varieties seen were Oak, New York, Fragile, Rattlesnake,-.: Bulb let. Royal 
Sensitive, Christmas, Maidenhair, Bracken, Ostrich, Crested Shield, Marginal 
Shield, Cinnamon, Marsh, Wood and Lady. 

, trip through ttie bog area, yielded an excellent stand of Pitcher Plant 
and:Sundew. Great clumps of the small.Yellow Lady's Slipper were there in 
profusion. . This area., alsp-yielded "a good, stand of the White ,Bog Orchid - 

jj §bpiiaria d ila tata . Seen, also in. tlris bog were Marsh Trefoil or Buckbean 

. intergreen,. Low Bush Cranberry, Fringed Polygala or Milkwort - and Twin flower 
or Deer Vine. ■ 
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The fringe of the woods had stands of Cotton Grass, Labrador Tea, Bunchberry 
and Starflpwer. The large Lady's Slipper too was abundant at every turn an we 
exclaimed again and again at its beauty. Arum was seen in bloom in the various 
branches of the Spencer Creek whose very source lies in the rich bog previous y 

mentioned. • 

Homeward-bound we stopped to view the morainic hills ^hieh enclpse_this area- 
a revelation to many of us. The drive home was made pleasant .too with large 
areas of our Wild Blue Iris along the roadside. Even a Deer was seen, he as 
curious about us as we were delighted to see him. 

There, too, we encountered a charming resident farmer, Mr. Patterson, by name, 
who astonished us when he belated some of the ill-devised Pians which had ? en 
outlined to him by persons connected with the Spencer Creek Authority. Talk 
draining this area, cutting here, "improving" this, etc., etc 1 which words are 
an anathema to a naturalist and a real conservationist. Too too utterly bad that 
these Boards do not have more knowledgeable people on them with a view to max, 
taining these wonders as they now exist! 

A repeat of this hike is scheduled for next June (1961), You will be the 
loser if you do not attend. 


BALL 


F A L LS AMD GLEE 


By Marion S.Shivas 

Saturday, July 16, I960, brought a beautiful day but a .disappointingly small 
group to-meet Mr. Bert Miller of Fort Erie at Jordan in anticipation of a hike bo 
Ball's Falls and through the Glen. 

To be with a man equipped with nature lore in such abundance is a deep, 
privilege and even though the group was small, they and Mr. Miller entered in o 
the spirit of the hike with no less enthusiasm. 

A trip to a small area of the Gorge below Jordan revealed a splendid stand 
of Twin-leaf Jeffersonia. In this area also was quite an abundance of Enchanter s 

Nightshade. 

Lunch was enjoyed at the Jordan Museum grounds,, where a splendid specimen of 
Chestnut.Oak stood. 

Proceeding along an old pioneer "stoneboat" trail through the Glen below the 
Falls, we saw stand after stand of Walking Fern, much Polypody Fern, quantities 
of Flowering Raspberry, Bulblet Fern and Marginal Shield Fern, as well as. good 
specimens of Mountain Maple and Red-berried Elder. ■ A ..rather unusual specimen, 
was found of a "sport" of the Red Baneberry. Mr. Miller had .been explaining that 
occasionally one will fail to redden - and will be white, only distinguishable 
because of the formation of the fruit cluster from the White Baneberry. We were 
fortunate to locate an exact specimen a short distance along the trail. 



- 13 - 


Arriving at the Falls, we found it devoid of water but nonetheless a breath¬ 
taking view one hundred feet down to theGroge. Swamp Milkweed and Moth Mullein 
were growing nearby. - ..-. 

A search along the trail leading to the Upper Falls, failed to reveal a 
stand of Ginseng which. Mr, Miller knew had previously grown there.' Cows pastur¬ 
ing in this area had probably destroyed it. Howevery a beautiful'sight in the 
river bed above the falls (now sere and dry) was a stand of Swamp Smartweed just 
coming into bloom, a few of its lovely pink spikes in view above its glossy 

foliage. Lizard Tail was plentiful along the river but had not broken into blossom 
at the time of our. visi t. 

. Mr. 

Before returning home, we journeyed part way with/Miller to see a rock covered 
with the PUrple-stemmed Cliffbrake Fern, the rock perched precariously over a very 
deep gorge at Rockway, Ontario-and, from which Mr. -Miller, with a twinkle in his 
eye, confided to us that he had climbed to secure a' specimen,— a' truly remarkable 
person. He gave us a delightful outing and. we are indebted 1 to him for taking the 
time and patience to reveal these treasures to us'. 


7\ )r'nr!of 

-:h:- 

M'e .. .. 

.......... and now .you know.' 1 ’ -j. i.. 

The cheek pouches (inside) enable the Woodland Deer Mouse 
(P eromyscusmaniculatus ). to gather and carry small seeds to its 
secret caches. It is mainly terrestrial in habits and can readily 
climb trees in which it will locate its nest as well as' stores of 
food. 


PROPOSAL FOR AMENDMENT - The following proposal for amendment 
to the Constitution of the HAMILTON : NATURALISTS•' CLUB, Section No. 
J, 10 (a) to read as follows: " Student membership of Two Dollars 
W2.00) for all full-time students over 18 years of age ." Is 
presented here for consideration of the Club membership, approval 
of above amendment to Section No, 3, 10 (a)’ to be sbiight at the 
General Meeting, Monday, September 12, I960. 


■/HHRHwf 
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/ / 

THE SIGNPOST 

' . L-- - ■ . , .. • : "/ "• 

When September comes, the publication of Volume 14, Number 1, 
September, I960 demands some brief editorial remarks, befitting the 
inaugural occasion. Our aim is to provide interesting material 
'published in time, at least, for members to catch a convenient bus 
for the first—listed field event or the current monthly meeting. 

As we essay this modest task, we ask only for your cooperation in 
submitting committee reports and contributions for publication before 
the tenth of each month and your blessing on our endeavours, so that 
our good intentions will not outrun our powers of execution. 

So, as the golden leaf flutters from the verdant bough and 
cicadas' humming proclaims the waning mid—summer season, accept our 
warm greetings,—to all members and friends of the Hamilton Natur— ■ 
alists' Club, a happy and prosperous 1960-61 season and a hearty 
welcome to our new, in-coming' President, Dr. Robert MacLaren. 


SEPTEMBER MONTHLY MEETING 
MONDAY. SEPTEMBER 12. I960 - S.OQ P.M . 

Mrs.. Jeannette McCormack, Chairman of the 1960-61 Programme 
Committee has invited, the all-round naturalist, old friend "of 
our 1959 Pinegrove Weekend Camp,—a very welcome guest-speaker: 

MR. JAMES C. BAYLY 
BROCKVILLE. ONTARIO 
whose illustrated lecture: 

'-r ■ " FLEETING GLIMPSES " 
will fea ture coloured moving pictures. 

YOUR SIGNPOST: " 


Lecture Hall, 

Hamilton Public Library, 
55 Main Street, West, 
(MacNab St, Entrance) 
Hamilton, Ontario. 
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FIELD EVENTS 


Sunday. September 18th, 196.0 - BUFFALO - HAMILTON OUTING 

Again.we are hosts to the Buffalo Ornithological Club under the leadership of 
George North (JAckson 2-6082). We'll rendezvous at Main and John Streets at 9.15 
a.m. and join with our guests at the comer of Highways 53 and 20 at 10.00 a.m. 
You'll need lunchl 

YOUR SIGNPOST: Tune: 9.15 a.m. 

■. . . Place: Plain and John Streets, -Hamilton 

Leader: George North (JA. 2-6082). 

Saturday. September 2Ath, I960 - SHOREBIRD EXCURSION 

Wherever Jim Dowall wants to take us to look for shorebirds we'll go. Jim's 
telephone number is JAckson 9-9109 and the meeting place—Spencer Creek Bridge 
on Highway 102 at 9.00 a.m. 

YOUR SIGNPOST: Time: 9.00a.m.- __ 

-; Place: Spencer Creek Bridge, Hwy. 102 

Leader: Jim Dowall (JA. 9-9109). 

Saturday, Sunday. Monday, October 8, 9, & 10> I960 - 

" PINEGROVE " . 

HAMILTON -NATUR ALISTS' CLUB THANKSGIVING WEEKEND CAMP 

■ ■ ■ -.. — ~ PAT T T M 61 


To naturalists, members of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and their friends, 
the call goes forth to gather together for a repeat performance of our so success¬ 
ful THMKSGIVING_J®E^ND. " PINEGROVE ", Dwight, Ontario, scene of our ' 59 October 
Weekend Camp, will again be the location for the I960 THANKSGIVING 'WEEKEND, 

OCTOBER 8, 9 and 10, I960. 

The programme for this WEEKEND, the last 1-o-n-g one of I960 will be planned 
to take, maximum advantage of the many interesting aspects of this picturesque 
location. Trips into Algonquin Park, canoe trips and a visit to the Park Nature 
Museum will be featured. Congenial evening activities and opportunities to chat 
with friends and newly-made acquaintances will be afforded. Naturalists know of 
the wonders and delights of autumn in northern Ontario with its glorious colours 
and exciting observations,—bears, deer, moose, ravens, Canada Jays, Arctic Three¬ 
toed and Pileated Woodpeckers'. 

Nowhere in Ontario can such a weekend be enjoyed for the low cost of Twenty 
Dollars ($20.00), including board, lodging and leadership,—a greatly reduced 
resort rate for a groupl ; _ ^ 

The facilities of "PINEGROVE INN", Dwight, Ontario will be limited this year 
to a registration of between 50 to 70 applicants. APPLY EARLYii Don't be dis¬ 
appointed, -. . 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 


Deadline date for receipt of THANKSGIVING WEEKEND, OCTOBER 8, 9 and 10, I960 
will be SEPTEMBER 30th, I960. Plan to come. Application forms are included• with 
"THE WOOD DUCK" mailing this month. A deposit of Five Dollars (^5.00) must 
accompany your application form. 

Mail your registration form with a deposit of Five Dollars (0.00) to: : 

Telephone . . MRS... J0AN ; ALLINGHAM, REGISTRAR, 

' Burlington. THANKSGIVING WEEKEND CA MP, ; 

NE.. 4-5924.. 1067 ONEIDA PLACE, 

BURLINGTON, ONTARIO 


• " THE WOOD DUCK " 

" THE WOOD DUCK " is published monthly, September to May, by the Hamilton 
Naturalists 1 Club. Its purpose is to aid in the study, appreciation and 
conservation of our.native, and beautiful heritage. Members are. urged .to 
share 'their nature experiences and are requested to send their contrib¬ 
utions to the. Editorial Committee by the 10th of the month, to appear in 
the following issue. Material may be reprinted without special permission 
if credit lines are given. 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE •• ------- .. ; . . , 


Mrs, Leslie A. Prince-, Editor 

330 Lodor Street, Ancaster 

MI. 8-4935 

Mrs . ' Alice' Lamoureux 

Mr. Robert Bateman 

Box 399, Hamilton — .v. _ 

Nelson High School, Burlington 

• JA « 9-5928 

Junior Club Section 

• ... • • ■ 0 . ' . 


Dr. Douglas,M. Davies 

11 Dromore Crescent, Hamilton 

JA:.: - 9.5130 ' 

Field Events Section 



Mr. Albert I. Gorman , 

81 Arke.Ll Avenue, Hamilton 

JA. 7-0312 

Director's Report 



Mr.-Wv C. Lyhe 

R. R. #.3, Dundas 

MA .■ 7-7805 

Duplicator 


. •••: ■. - ■ ■' v 

Mr. Harold Cunliffe • . 

856 Central Avenue, Hamilton 

LI. 5-3772 

Circulation 



Mr., & Mrs. C. L. Powell 

, r 142 Pearl Stpeet, South, Hamilton 

JA. 9-6857 


Subscription is available upon affiliation with the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. 
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; EXECUTIVE '-' 

Advisor Dr. Douglas Davies 

President Ralph Idema 

Vice-president ' Marina Idema 

Secretary ■' Nan Coolsma 

Vice-secretary Carole Chanter 

Records Secretary Mike Ardeline 

Study Area Director Alfred Senior 

Phoning Committee Rae Geddes 

Representatives (for Charles Hogg 

‘ those under 14 years Sylvia Idema 

A "WORD TO THE "WISE 

'Naturalists, old and young, seldom pause in the pursuit of their hobby • 
interests. Our curiosity is insatiable and does not ride the crest of any part¬ 
icular"' season. Copy of the Bulletin of the Junibr Club's summer programme shows 
that an active, participation is drawing to a close and that September brings a 
resumption of the indoor meetings and more hikes afield; It is in this respect 
that we wish to emphasize a few pointers to friends, newcomers and the less- 
prepared among our membership. Long hikes on foot, like our all-day trek, 

September 25th, demand proper food and clothing. Not only the army marches on 
its stomach. ’ In the'natural history game, posture* counts—so if you want to 
stay elect all’ day,' don 1 b forget your lunch 1 Wet, dank, weedy thickets with 
brambles, burrs, etc., like the shores of lakes and the rims of marshes dictate 
good sense be used in selecting hiking clothes. Cotton jeans, denim slacks 
in nondescript hues of khaki, olive or brown, light-weight jerseys or flannel 
shirts will protect legs and arms from bites, scratches arid bruises. "Choose 
footwear with the idea that you may often get your feet wet 11 -;—words of advice 
from our summer programme. * 

From that same source, let it be stressed that regardless of the listed hike 
leader, your contact will be the Chairman , Phoning Committee : Rae Geddes 
(JA. 7-5518) or your President : Ralph Idema ( FU. 3-641lTT Please let us know if 
you.are planning to come. We add again, that.for CAR HIKES, we do need extra cars 
and parents, friends and Senior Club members will be most welcome. 

A U'TO HIKE T O S A N D U S K CREEK 

By Bill Tilbury 

At eight o'clock on the morning of July 17, I960, seven members of the Junior 
Club piles into Mr. Vein Webster's car for the auto hike to Sandusk Creek and Lake 
Erie in quest of birds, shorebirds being the main objective. Also, we went to see 
the fossils of marine life that are common at Sandusk. On the way we saw a ground- 


JA. 9-5130 - 
FU. 3-6411 
FU. 3-6411 
JA. 9-6290. 
MA. 8-6227 
LI. 9-8419 
LI. 5-9311 
JA. 7-5518 
FU. 3-2947 
FU. 3-6411 
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hop sitting right in an open field . Several species of birds were seen on the way 
to Sandusk^ the best being the Cliff Swallow which was seen at the Grand River, the 
Bobolink seen near Sandusk,' the'FlashJrRed-headed-Woodpecker^ also seen nearby and 
the Grasshopper Sparrow whose lovely song we heard. 

Upon our arrival, we saw the fossils of marine life,-corals, sponges, etc. 
Some of the fossils were huge, entirely covering gigantic rocks. Mr. Webster to 
movie film of a small falls and pool nearby as well as films of an Eastern Garber 
Snake in the water. Earlier up at the bridge there were many insects and Ralph 
netted a few different species for his collectidn. During a walk down the creek, 

I was lucky enough to.obtain a few shorebirds of the day and several. Green Herons. 
We also saw some interesting life in the water. Upon our return we noticed that 
the fence at the bridge was electrified. Each of us touched it and found that it 
just tickled. However, Ralph Idema grounded his telescope tripod as he touched it 

and he got quite a jolt. 


From Sandusk Creek we moved on to the shore of Lake Erie to travel, towards 
Niagara Falls. At each rocky point we reached, Mr. Webster stopped the car and 
we all got out to look for shorebirds. We sew many sandpipers, i.e.. Pectoral, 
Spotted, Solitary, Least, Stilt, Semi-palmatea and Bairds as well as Sanderlings, 
several Dowitchers and many Lesser Yellowlegs. Of the Gulls we saw the Great 
Black-backed, the Herring Gull, the Ring-billed--Gull, also, the Common Tern. 

Driving along the lake shore we often saw long rows of swallows, usually Bank 
Swallows with a few Tree Swallows sitting on the hydro lines. At ope. of ..our stops 
we ate our lunch while watching the sandpipers running on the beach. On another 
stop we saw a black speck bobbing on the lake. John Miles focussed his telepc.ope . 
on it and we found it to bp a Red-breasted Merganser,’’Unusual for that time of. . 
year. We also saw three species of .duck,—-the Black Duck, .the Mallard Duck .and 
the Bluer-winged Teal. We stopped, at many places where there were other people; 
and we talked to-some ,of them, At one. point we noticed.a-small black.bird near the 
shore trying to get out...of the water and making quite a commotion. It was a baby 
Red—winged Blackbird which had fallen into the lake. Its parents Were. ..fljpipg 
around us so we left it alone after it ■had-reached the shore-. . >• : . ;> •>••• 

We turned away from the lake and took the quiet-road that runs beside the... s . 
Grand River. En route, we saw a Cooper's Hawk, We found a marsh that- held its 
share of Great Blue He rons and .Coots. We also saw several Purple Gallinules in 
the marsh. Farther on down we found a small inlet from the Grand River. Under 
the bridge an Eastern Phoebe had built its nest. The parent birds were flying 
around and in the nest we could see five young Phoebes still nearly featherless, 
their yellow bills agape for food. 

We stopped again at the Grand River and took a walk along-its banks looking for 
shorebirds in the river. Off-shore, near several small islands, we saw more Dow- 
itchers and a new bird for our lists, the Greater Yellowlegs. Mr. Webster made a 
few casts into the river with his fishing rod but had no luck. 


We now struck out for"home. The sky was beginning to cloud over and.it looked 
as though it might rain. Somewhere past the Grand River we saw another bird new 
for that day's list,—the Loggerhead Shrike. We saw three of these interesting 
birds. We continued on and reached Hamilton by No 20 Highway without seeing much 
more in the way of birds. The hike ended with a total of 79 species for the day, 

6 species of swallows, 11 species of shorebirds, 4 species of gull, 2 warblers, 

6 species of sparrow, 3 species of hawk . 
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FUTURE JU lil OR CLUB EVENTS 

MEETINGS (Y.W.C.A., Main Street just west of James Street) 

Saturday, September 10 - 7<30 P. M,, Y.W.C.A., Room "E". 

An evening to share our summer adventures with each other and to plan for the 
HOBBY FAIR is scheduled. We trust that members have cooperated with the advice in 
the summer news bulletin and that displays and collections are being prepared for 
the September Hobby Fair. 

Saturday, September 24 - 7*30 P. M., Y.W.C.A., Room "E" . 

A guest speaker or interesting film will be procured for our second September 
indoor gathering. Plans are under way and you may be assured that this will be 
a meeting to instruct, entertain and further our efforts in the field of natural 
history. We shall welcome your friends. 

HIKES 


Sunday. September 11 - 8.00 a.m. to 12,00 noon. 

Binkley Hollow, Spencer Creek outing to observe fall migrants. Meet at 
King and University Streets. Morning only. Leader: Doug.'Smith. 

Sunday, September 25 - 8.00 a.m. for an all-day trip. 

All-day walking hike. Meet at George R. Allen School, King St. W. Important : 
Bring lunch and wear proper hiking clothes. Leader: John Miles. 

Sunday, October 2 — 9*00 a.m. HALTON COUNTY FOREST CAR HIKE. 

Halton County Forest Car Hike under able leadership of Eric Bastin. It is 
important for members and drivers of available cars to contact Rae Geddes (JA. 7-5518) 
or Ralph Idema (FU. 3-6411). The meeting place will be at the cannon at the south 
entrance to Dundum Park. Lunch and suitable hiking clothes will be necessary 
on this outing. Leader: Mr. Eric Bastin. 

I960 THANKSGIVING WEEKEND 
" PINEGROVE IN", DWIGHT, ONTARIO 
OCTOBER 8, 9 and 10 

"Pinegrove Inn", Dwight, Ontario will repeat the scene of the Hamilton Natur¬ 
alists' Club THANKSGIVING WEEKEND . The wonders and delights of our northern 
Ontario woodland and the exciting auto trips into Algonquin Park in the autumn 
are known to naturalists, especially if you were fortunate enough to have attended 
this special outing last year. The nature camp facilities will be limited to a 
registration of between 50 to 70 applicants. Apply early. Further details and 
application form are in this issue of the September "'WOOD DUCK". Registration 
forms, complete with deposit of Five Dollars ($5*00) must reach the Registrar, 
by September 30th, I960: REGISTRAR, Mrs. Joan Allingham, 

1067 Oneida Place, BURLINGTON. (IME. 4-5924). 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORD S 

Number of species recorded to August 28, i 960 - 252 

Common Loon (2)Aug„ 1. Hamilton Harbour Robert Curry, John B„ Miles 

Red-necked Grebe(2A,lj)Aug 0 27 Dundas Marsh J. B. Miles • • 

Horned Grebe (l)July 3 L'Port Nelson G„ W„ North 

Double-cr. Cormorant(l)Julvl9 Dundas Marsh ’’ ' J. B'„ Miles 

Common Egret (3)May 15 L Dundas Marsh & Bay G„ W. North, ,L ( . K. Powell 

• (l)Aug.l3. F Dundas. Hydro Station T„ Dihniwell, R, Idema 

Cattle Egret (l)May 24' A Lorne Park Don Perks - 

Least Bittern (l)Junel3 A Dundas Marsh George W, North 

Glossy Ibis (l)May 27 A 11 " " " 

Whistling Swan (l)May 29 L Lake, Burlington North, P. Hamel, MacLaren 

(l)June21 Dundas Marsh’ ' John Bo-Miles . 

Brant (l')May 29 PL " •" Powell, Hamel, North 

Common Teal ‘ (l)Apr.lO A " James A„- N< Dowall 

Shoveler (2.)June. 2 L " " * ,’J. Dowall, G..W. North 

Redhead (l)llay 16 I. Burlington Go W. North 

Ring-necked Duck (l)May 19 L Dundas Marsh ' ■ " " _ 

Common Goldeneye (l)May 8 L Burlington Hamel, G. Holland, G. North 

Bufflehead (l)May 14 L Indian Point G, W. North 

Oldsquaw ( 7 )June 1 L Lake, Burlington " " 

(l)July30 " " ' ' J» Bo Miles (Sta,mp 

Harlequin Duck • (2$)May t22 AL.Van Wagner's Beach MacLaren, Miles, North, R. 

White-winged Scoter (4)May.,23 L.Lake, Burlington GV'Laurel North, Miles 
Surf Scoter (2)Apr„28 A Port Nelson ■ G; W. North' 

(l)May 16,L Hamilton Beach Piers " " 

Ruddy Duck (2)May 14 L East End of Harbour '• ' 11 • 11 

■'■•d'-k.'.i • . . (l)Aug*21 E " 11 " " Junior Club Hike 

Hooded Merganser . (,2)May-'14 L La .Salle Park . G. W„ North’ 

Broad-winged Hav.'k (l)May 22 L Diindas Hydro Stn. " " 

(,l)Junel2 Lowville D„ K„ Powell 

Rough-legged Hawk (l)Apr„24 L King's Forest ' 'MacLaren, Miles, Forth 
Bald Eagle - - • '• (llMay 15. ; Hendrie Park Joan Allingham 

Osprey (1 j June. .6 L., Dundas Marsh G'„ North, John & Ron North 

(l )Aug, 4' E" . " John B. Miles 

Pigeon Hawk (l)May, 4 L Bull's ,Lane David Bissell, J, Olmsted 

Ruffed Grouse (20)Aug.l7 Mtn Top, .Milton Huber Moore 

Gray Partridge (l8)Aug„28 Limeridge Rd„' & Gage’John'B. Miles. 

King Rail (l)May 14. A Dundas Hydro Stru Ted Dinniwell 

(l)May 15 L. " •! .MacLaren, North, Powell 

Semipalmated Plover (3)May 21 A Skyway Toll Gates John B„ Miles 

(l)June22 North 

(l)Julyl9 F Dundas Marsh J„ B„ Miles 

Piping Plover (l)June26 A Skyway Toll Gat8s - G. W. North, Laurel North 

Arm Golden Plover (2,.)Aug. 14 A S.trafhearne Docks " " Club Hike 

Black-bellied Plover(l).May31 A Skyway Toll..Gates • G, W. North 

(l)Aug.l3 F Strathearne Docks -l. Robert Gurry 

Ruddy Turnstone .... (1)1/.ay 14 A Bronte C!. W. North 

. (.1 )Junol8. L Strathearne Docks Robert Stamp 

Common Snipe (l)July30,.F Dundas Marsh - ' R. Curry, J. B..Miles 

Whimbrel .' . . (l)May 23-A Skyway Toll Gates ' GL. North, J. Miles 

(21 /May 24 L over Lake Ontario G. W. North 

Solitary Sandpiper (l)lay. 8- A over city J. B. Miles 

■ ' (l)July 4 F Sidney'Creek Pond G„ W„ North 
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Willet 

Greater Yellowlegt 
Lesser Yellowlegs 


(1) Apr.30 

(2) Julyl7 

(15)Apr.30 

(7)May 15 
(l)Juno22 

Knot (l)May 29 

(l)June24 
(l)Aug.16 

Pectoral Sandpiper (l)July 1 

White-rumped Sdpiper(1)May 21 

(l)July 7 


Baird's Sandpiper 


A Dundas Hydro Station Robt. Curry, Ralph Idema 


Least Sandpiper 


Dunlin 

Short-billed Dowit- 
cher 

Stilt Sandpiper 
Semipal. Sandpiper 
Western Sandpiper 
Buff-breasted Sdpr. 
Sanderling 


Northern Phalarope 
Gt. Black-b. Gull 


Franklin's Gull 
Little Gull 

Forster's Tern 


1)Aug.14 
l)Aug„l6 
. 2)May 7 
(l)May 31 

1) June26 

2) May 8 
1)Aug.17 

(l)May 22 
(l)July 3 

1) July 5 

2) May 21 
,3)JunelO 

(1) Aug.25 

( 2) May 22 
(l)June 7 
(1 Julyl3 
(l)Aug.lO 
(4)Apr.24 

(l Imrn)July 1 

(1) Aug. 4 

(2) Junel2 

(1) July 9 

(2) junel2 
(4)June24 

1) Aug.14 

2) Apr.30 


Strathearne Docks 


F York, Ont, 

A Westover 
L " 

F Skyway Toll Gates 
A 
L 
F 
A 
A 
L 
F 

A " " ' " 

A Dundas Hydro Stn. 

L Skyway Toll Gates 

p 11 n 11 

A Burlington & Skyway 
L Strathearne Docks 

A Skyway Toll Gates 

p 11 11 

A " 

A " " 

A " » 

A Strathearne Docks 
A Skyway Toll Gates 
L Burlington Beach 
F Skyway Toll Gates 
A " " " 

L Strathearne Dock 
p n 11 11 

A Dundas Marsh 
Strathearne Dock 

n 


Black Tern 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo(l)May 10 
Black-billed Cuckoo (l)May 11 
Common Nighthawk (l)May 17 
Ruby-th.Hummingbird (l)May 4 A Bull's Lane 
Pileated Woodpecker (N) Apr.28 


A Dundas Marsh 
A Westdale Park 
A Grand Vista Gardens 
A King St. E, 


J. 

J. 

Gv 

G. 

Dr, 

G. 


B, Miles et al. 


A. N, Dowall, G< 
W. North, D. K. 
W. North 
II. W. Benson, 

W. North 


W„ North 
Powell 

Wm.Benson 


Ted Dinniwell 
J. B„ Miles 

G. W. North 

n n 

G. W„ North 
Ralph Idema 


Club Hike 


North 

II 

7 Holland, North 
North 


G„ W. 

11 

Hamel, 

G. W. 

G ; . North, Don Bryant 
G. W. North 

11 it 

John B. Miles 
G. & L. North 
W„ North 


G. 

G. 

G. 


North, Don Bryant 


W. 


North 

11 


Red-headed 

Eastern Kingbird 
Gt.Crest.Flycatcher 
Yellow-b ellied 

Flycatcher 

Acadian Flycatcher 

Traill's Flycatcher 
Least Flycatcher 
E. Wood Pewee 
Olive-s. Flycatcher 


(2)May 5 

(1) Aug. 6 

(2) lay 5 
(l)May 4 

(1) May 21 

(2) June 1 

(l)Aug .14 

(l)May 19 
f1)Jul.24- 
(l)May 19 
(l)May 4 
(l)May 19 
l)June 6 
1) » 19 


Ralph Idema 

MacLaren, Miles, North 
G. W. North 
J. B„ Miles 

Lydia Hamilton, G.&L. North 
North, H.W„ Benson, P. Hamel 
L. Hamilton, G. & L„ North 
G. W. North 

11 " , Club Hike 

J. B. Miles, R. Curry 
Ted Dinniwell 
Audrey Hawkes 
J. B. Miles 

Bissell, Olmsted, Benson 
P. Hamel, George Holland 
Joan Allingham 
John B„ Miles 


Sulphur Springs 
A Indian Point 
Glen Morris 

A Campbellvilles Milton R.G.C.MacLaren§ H. Moore 


R. 

II 


#3 


Milton 

ti 


A R« 

A 

L Bull's Lane§ Dundas 
F Westdale Park 
A Bull's Lane 
Aug.5 Milton 
A Milton 
A Bull's Lane 
A Bull's Lane 
A Sulphur Springs 
L " » 


Huber Moore 

11 n 

Peter Hamel5 Doug. A. Smith 
J. B. Miles 
Benson, Miles, North 
Huber Moore 

it n 

G. W. North, John Olmsted 
J. B. Miles 

Peter Hamel, Robert Stamp 
David K. Powell 
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Cliff Swallow (3)May 7 A Caledonia hwy bridge D.Bissell,D.Graham, J.Miles 

Red-breastedNuthatch(1)Apr.30 F Bull's Lane Robert Curry 

(l)May 18 L Tamahaac Club Douglas'A, Smith 

Carolina Wren (nest Yg)May 22 Indian Point MacLaren, Miles, North 

Long-b. Marsh Wren (2)May 5 F University Landing George W. North 

Short-b. Marsh Wren (2)May 23' A Hwy 52, Beverly Twp G. North, J, Miles 

Mockingbird (l)May 2 A Indian Point John D. Johnstone 

(l)May 6 Highland Hills Audrey Hawkes 

Catbird (2)Apr.30 F Bull's Lane J. Harvey Williams 

Wood Thrush (])Apr.28 A Sulphur Springs F. Hamel, G. Holland 

Gray-cheeked Thrush (l)May 10 A Ancaster R. A. H, Westmore 

Veery (lJMay 5 A Bull's Lane Don Campbell, Jr. 

Blue-gray Gnat- (2)May 5 A Hopkins Creek J. A N. Dowall 

catcher (l)May '6 Bull's Lane G. North, H. W. Benson 

(l)lay 11 E H #3, Milton Huber Moore 

(l)May 15 Woodland Cemetery G. North, D. K. Powell 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet(l)May 29 L Bull's Lane CM W. North 

Water Pipit (l)May 15 A Aldershot D. K. Powell, G. W. North 

(l)June 5 B Skyway Toll Gates " " " " 

Yellow—throatedVireo(l)Apr.23 A Binkley's Hollow Douglas A. Smith 
Solitary Vireo (l)May 3 A Bull's Lane H„ W Benson, J. Miles 

Red—eyed Vireo (l)May 7 A Binkley's Hollow Douglas A., omitn 

Philadelphia Vireo (l)May 18 A Ancaster " 

Warbling Vireo (2)May 5 A Gage Park? Milton J. B. Miles, H, Moore 

Golden-w. Warbler (l)May 6 A R E #3, Milton Huber Moore 

Blue-winged " (l)May 6 A Bull's Lane J° B„ Miles et al. 

(l)May 14 Ancaster George & Laurel North 

(l)May 29 Halton Co. Forest Mr.. & Mrs, B. Matson et al. 

Brewster's Warbler (l)ffiay 23 A Campbellville G. W» North, J, B, Miles 

Tennessee Warbler (lVMay 6 A E R #3, Milton Huber Moore 

(l)Aug,21 F Westdale Park J. B. Miles 

Orange-cr. Warbler (l)May 14 A Binkley's Hollow Douglas A Smith 

Nashville Warbler (l)Apr.30 A Westdale Park J. Olmsted, Wm, Smith 

Parula Warbler (l)May 15 A Clappison Cut North, MacLaren, Powell 

(l)Aug„24 F Sherman Ave.Mtnside J. B„ Miles 
Yellow Warbler f2)Apr.30 A Hopkins Creek J. Miles, R. Curry et al. 

Magnolia Warbler (l)May 6 A Ontario Hospital G. W. North 

(l)June 7 Milton H. Moore 

(l)Junell L Puslinch, 30 Rd„ W. J. B. Miles 
(l)Aug„21 F University Landing Ted Dinniwell 
Cape May 'Warbler (2)Apr.30 A Bull's Lane Robert curry 

(5)Apr.27 F Westdale Park Ralph Idema, John Miles 

Black-th,Blue Warb. (l)lay 4 A Bull's Lane Dr, R„ G. C. MacLaren et al. 

Myrtle Warbler (2)Aug.18 F Bull's Lane J. H. Williams 

Black-th.Green Warb,(lWay 5 A Bull's Lane Dr. H. W. Benson 

Cerulean Warbler (3)May 14 A Rock Chapel D„ K„ & Thelma Powell 

(1) A u S°24 Sherman Ave. Mtnsido J. B, Miles 

Blackburnian 'Warbler(2)May 7 A Binkley's? B/lilton Doug'. Smith, Huber Moore 

(2) July 2 Milton Huber Moore 

(2)Aug.l4 F Westdale Park J. B. Miles 

Chestnut—sided Warb.(l)Apr,30 A Bull's Lane William Benson 


Bay-breasted Warbler(l)ffiay 7 A Bull's Lane G„ W. North 

(350)May 21 King's Forest to Ancaster Robt. Curry, G. North 
(lUug.21 F Westdale Park J. Miles, D. K. Powell 

Blackpoll Warbler (2)May 18 A Filman's Road Douglas A.. Smith 
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Kirtland's Warbler (l)Junel7 A Bull's Lane Peter Hamel et al. 

Prairie Warbler (l)May 18 A Filman's Road Douglas A. Smith 

(l)lay 20 L Bull's Lane John Olmsted 

Palm Warbler (l)Apr.30 A Hopkins Creek G. W 0 North, J. Dowall 

(1) Aug„27 F Westdale Park Ralph Idema, John Miles 

Ovenbird (l)May 1 A Bull's Lane H, W. Benson, J. Miles 

N, Waterthrush (l)Apr.30 ± Westdale Park J. Miles, J. Olmsted 

La. Waterthrush (l)May 6-13 R R #3, Milton Huber Moore 

Connecticut Warbler (l)May 18 A Filman's Road Doug, A. Smith 

(2) May 21 L Bull's Lane;Ancaster G. W. North 

Mourning Warbler (l)lay 14 A Sulphur Springs G. W. North 

Yellow-breasted Chat(3)May 14 A Ancaster George & Laurel North 

(4)May 21 Bull' sLane;Binkley' s Robt., MacLaren, G, W. North 
(l)Junel 8 South of Troy J. A. N. Dowall, G. North 

Wilson's Warbler (l)May 19 A Bull's Lane J. B„ Miles, G. W. North 

(l)Aug.24 F Sherman Mtnside J. B. Miles 

Canada Warbler (l)May 8 A Binkley's Hollow Doug. A. Smith 

American Redstart (l)M a y 5 A Bull's Lane D, Campbell, R. Idema 

Bobolink (2)Apr.30 A Westover; York Road G. North.' J. Miles 

Western Meadowlark (2)Apr.30 Westover J. A. N. Dowall, G. North 

(l)May 12 #5 Side Rd.Esquesing E. Cuthbert, D. Perks 

(l)June 5 Brock Rd., Cone. 4 Eric W. Bastin 
Orchard Oriole (l)Apr.28 A Lome Park Don Perks, J. D. West 

(1) May 15 Dundas Hydro Station D. K. Powell, G. North 

( 2) lay 17 York Road, Dundas G. W. North 

(l)June 5 Easterbrook Road D. K. Powell, G. North 
Baltimore Oriole (l)lay 3 A R R #3, Milton Huber Moore 

Scarlet Tanager (2)May 7 A Webster'sFallsjMilton J. Dowall, G. North; Moore 
Rose-br, Grosbeak (4)May 5 A Hopkins Creek etc. Dowall, Campbell, Moore 

Indigo Bunting (l)May 4 A Bull's Lane Bissell, Campbell, Olmsted 

Evening Grosbeak (3)May 20 L Bull's Lane John Olmsted 

Purple Finch (l)June 5 R E, Flamboro—Halton Rd.G. W. North, D. K. Powell 

Common Redpoll (l)Apr„25 L Port Credit Lucie McDougall 

Grasshopper Sparrow (2)May 5 R 1 York Rd.; Milton G„ W. North, H. Moore 
Henslow's Sparrow (l)Apr.28 A Rockton P. Hamel, George Holland 

(.! ); ay 1 Horning Road G. North, J Miles 

(lO)JulylO -45 Side Rd.Esquesing George & Laurel North 
Oregon Junco (l)Apr.29(L)Grand Vista Gardens Audrey Hawkes 

(l)May 6 L Ancaster R. A. H. Westmore 

Slate-colored Junco (l)Aug.l3 R R #3, Milton Huber Moore, North, Williams 

White-crowned Sparrow(3)May 6 F Bull's Lane H„ W. Benson, J. B. Miles 

VJhite—throated (l)Junell Campbellville George & Laurel North 

Sparrow fl^Junel2 Valens " " " " 

Lincoln's Sparrow (l)May 15 A York Road, Dundas G. North, D. K. Pov/ell 

(l)May 24 L R R #3, Milton Huber Moore 

Lapland Longspur (l)Apr„28 L Speyside Lucio McDougall 

A first report of the year A adult 

F first report of the season J juvenile 

L last x-eport of the season N nest 

Please send your reports to Mr. George North, 249 Charlton Ave. W., 

Hamilton, Ont., Telephone JA 2-6082, before the 15 th of the month. 








